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tracts which he had contrived to introduce, and a
lecture, for which,  Mr. Sheridan said,  he. would
not give sixpence.    He then adverted to the maxim
brought- forward by His Majesty's ministers, that
the same doctrine would -produce the same effects
upon the minds of the vulgar in all countries;' the
narrowest maxim that ever entered into the mind
of a statesman.    With respect to Geneva, which
the noble lord had referred to as displaying the
effects resulting from the introduction of French
principles, would the noble lord contend that Ge-
neva had ever  enjoyed the same  constitution as,.
Great Britain ?    His lordship had on this occasion
quoted the authority of D'lvernois, whose opinion
might be suspected to be somewhat biassed, as he
was a pensioner of Ministers.    Geneva had been
alternately subject to France and Savoy, and had-
"been continually torn asunder by contending fac-
tions.    The noble lord had alluded to America, as
displaying the effect of Republican principles; in.
this part of the allusion, however, he could not fol-
low his lordship; America was at peace with this
country, and in a state of the highest prosperity,
The reasoning that might be found to hold with re-
spect to   persons   under a .different  government,
would not apply to subjects of the British constitu-
tion.    Men bred under a constitution like this, were
accustomed to the enjoyment of their rights; they
were in the habits of discussing' the measure of ra-
tional freedom,  and fully knew how to prize its
blessings.     It was  not probable  that such  men
should all at once be brought to relish  a  state of
anarchy.    Of what stuff did ministers think that
the hearts of Englishmen were made?     He re-
marked,  that the true  character of  Englishmen
could be but little known to ministers, who had,
from motives of pride, declined to mix in popular
assemblies; and who afterwards, from their politi-
cal practices, might think it not very safe to meet
any numerous assemblage of their countrymen,   It